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ol MATTHEW 14:22-36
=5 LESSON: JESUS’ MIGHTY POWER _ i 25 2024

INTRODUCTION:

Note the steps that Jesus taught His disciples that we need to take in soving problems (14:16-19):

1. Start with what you have - Andrew found a lad who had a small lunch.

2. Give what you have to Jesus - The boy was willing to give up his lunch to Jesus.

3. Bless what's in your hands to give - Jesus took the five loaves and two fish; held it up to heaven and blessed it.

4. Obey what He commands - The disciples had the people sit down and they took the pieces and
distributed them. As His servants, we are “distributors", not “manufacturers".

5. Conserve the results - After the people were fed all they wanted, the left-over pieces were carefully
collected so that nothing was wasted.

The result: 5,000 men plus women and children were fed from the two fish and five loaves. Whatever’s in your
hands to do, God can multiply it! (14:20-21).

LESSON: I. MATTHEW 14:22-23

14:22 And straightway Jesus constrained his disciples to get into a ship, and to go before him unto the other side,
while he sent the multitudes away. As soon as the meal was finished, Jesus had to insist and really compel His
disciples to leave the areq; get into the boat to go to the other side; the other part of the lake or shore, while He
dismissed the crowd that was there.

14:23 And when he had sent the multitudes away, he went up into a mountain apart to pray: and when the evening
was come, he was there alone. It was necessary for all of them to leave, because it was necessary for Jesus to
pray. Jesus shows us that we can’t expect to receive anything if we don’t pray. We have to get alone with the
Father. We have to have alone time! Although Ged is fully God, He shows us what we will experience in human
form; for He was fully man and fully God! He was in tune with the Father and the Spirit to receive what He
needed! But in human form...

e He was "physically” exhausted being in human form. He had to be renewed and strengthened.
e Hewas "mentally" exhausted being in human form. He had to prepare Himself to have a clear perspective.
e He was "spiritually” exhausted being in human form. He had to be recharged with God’s power.

He went up into a mountain and prayed in the evening, a time when He was able to view the occurrences of the
earlier part of the day, and give thanks as He thought about the multitude and His disciples. He probably didn't sleep
at all because of another task arose in the midst of the sea. Whatever time we spend with the Lord will always bring
peace to give us more strength we didn‘t have. His presence is needed in our personal preparation.

II. MATTHEW 14:24-33

14:24 But the ship was now in the midst of the sea, tossed with waves: for the wind was contrary. The disciples
hadn’t even gotten to the other side, for they were still in the midst of the sea being tossed by the ferocious waves
and contrary wind. You know that song: "7he Lord Will Make A way Somehow"; and it says "battered by the angry
sea." It's amazing how we start off, and in the middle of things it's gone haywire. That's why we have to be stable in
our minds at all times. A storm has arisen in the disciples lives to teach, to trust and be obedient. They were doing
exactly what Christ told them to do—go to the other side. Many of us have given in and given up and complied
to: and then say it's oo hard. That's the lesson we have to learn—trust in God when it’s too hard!

14:25 And in the fourth watch of the night Jesus went unto them, walking on the sea. 7he "fourth wafch" was 3am-6a.m.
The Roman guards kept four Night Watches: each of three hours, from sunset to sunrise. :
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%“. The "first watch” was the evening (6pm-9p.m.); the "second watch" was the midnight (9pm-12midnight);
the “third watch" was cock-crowing (12midnight-3a.m.); and the "fourth watch" was the morning watch (3am-6a.m.).

‘Power in the Word Ministry
So Jesus began to pray in the evening, and apparently continued to pray. But in the fourth watch He came to

check'on His disciples. Although a storm came to bring fear, Jesus came to bring peace. The storm did not stop
Him, for He walked upon it, without fear of the contrariness of the wind; without anxiety of the waves.

14:26 And when the disclples saw him walking on the sea, they were troubled, saying, It Is a spirit; and they crled
out for fear. The disciples couldn’t believe their eyes; either their eyes were playing tricks on them as they saw Jesus
walking upon the sea. That really froubled them as they cried out in fear. They were already fearful of the storm, and
now they see Him walking upon this storm. Jesus is showing us that whatever storm you're going through—it's under your
feet. They thought His figure to be a ghost; a spirit (something we would see in the movies). They had never seen anything
like that before—a person walking on water, and yes you would be afraid tool

14:27 But stralghtway Jesus spake unto them, saying, Be of good cheer; It Is I; be not afrald. | like this! Jesus
immediately reassures them not to be startled, but "Be of good cheer” for it was Him coming to them. He will
always be our defense and protector in time of trouble—"a very present help!" He'll be in the storm with you!

14:28 And Peter answered him and said, Lord, if it be thou, bid me come unto thee on the water. | admire Peter for
his ear and heart is attentive, The Lord is speaking and Peter answers the call, for he is a willing servant. Many
of the others didn’t say anything to the Lord. Peter asks if he can come where He is on the water. For a moment
Peter had forgotten about the raging sea and had his eyes focused only upon Jesus. If only we can do that in
times of trouble. Jesus’ presence conquers fear!

14:29 And he said, Come. And when Peter was come down out of the ship, he walked on the water, to go to Jesus.
The Lord is saying if you are willing, then come! Come on Peter, walk with me! At My Word Come! | can imagine

many of the others thought he was crozy. Yes, he was crazy in love with Jesus and crazy enough to do it. | could
imagine after Peter had seen the miracle feeding of the 5,000, this would be a piece of cake (so o speak). He stepped
out of the boat in faith at Jesus’ Word, and was able to walk on the water toward Jesus. Can we have such faith?

14:30 But when he saw the wind boisterous, he was afraid; and beginning to sink, he cried, saying, Lord, save me.
Well, the scripture started with a “but/"That was the end of that feat, the negative came. His focus was disturbed
by the boisterous wind, and his faith vanished. That wind began to speak to his ears and his emotions fill he
began to sink—sink in fear; sink in despair; sink in discouragement... He was in panic mode and cried out to
the Lord to save him—save him from this struggle he was in; save him from death. Jesus’ presence stirs the
hope of being saved! In this fype of situation of drowning, your little faith would yell out help, Save Me!

14:31 And immediately Jesus stretched forth his hand, and caught him, and said unto him, 0 thou of little faith,
wherefore didst thou doubt?— Here we go again, Jesus immediately stretched out His hand and caught Peter and
pulled him up out of the water and they walked back to the boat. That song says: “Love Lifted Me!" "He’s An On-Time
God"—never too early and never too latel Now the question comes to Peter about the faith he started out with.
Although, it was little faith, doubt came into the little faith he had. Faith responds in two ways: Faith we see by
sight naturally, and Faith that's unseen spiritually. Jesus’ presence brought comfort and hope as Jesus stretched
out His hand and caught Peter— sight faith. Jesus wants us to walk by— the unseen spiritual faith. “But without faith
it is impossible fo please Him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them
that diligently seek him"Heb.11:6.

14:32 And when they were come into the ship, the wind ceased. The moment Jesus and Peter get into the boat, the
wind stopped! Jesus’ presence conquers naturel When He's in your situation, peace comes wherever you are!
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%ﬁ 4:33 Then they that were in the ship came and worshipped him, saying, Of a truth thou art the Son of God. Jesus’
[I'll\prgsence changes our outlook! While they were afraid earlier of seeing Him walk on the water, they now began
to worship Him; acknowledging Him as the true Son of God. Jesus’ presence stirs confession of your belief, and
you then can worship the One you confess about and believe in! Not to be complicated— “say what you mean
and mean what you say!"

Ill. MATTHEW 14:34-36

14:34 And when they were gone over, they came into the land of Gennesaret. When they finally crossed the sea,
they came into the land of Gennesaret. They had landed in an unusually fertile plain on the northwest side of the
Lake which stretched some 3 miles long and 1 mile wide, lying between Chorazin and Magdala. It was called
'paradise and was the garden of princes.”

14:35 And when the men of that place had knowledge of him, they sent out into all that country round about, and
brought unto him all that were diseased;— The men of that place became aware that Jesus was there and they
began to send word to the surrounding regions, and brought all that were ill and diseased to Him.

14:36 And besought him that they might only touch the hem of his garment: and as many as touched were made
perfectly whole. They wanted to just touch the hem of His garment, “and as many as fouched were made perfectly
whole!" Jesus' presence brings healing! Get into His Presence!

SUMMARY:

After feeding 5,000 men and more, Jesus sends His disciples to the other side of the Lake and dismisses the

multitude as He prepares to pray privately in the mountain (14:22-23).

It was evening time; however, as the disciples were going to the other side, they encountered a mighty storm in
the midst of the sea. While the disciples were distressed by the waves, they see Jesus walking upon the water in the
hours of 3am-6a.m.—the fourth watch. They were fearful and thought they were seeing a ghost. Immediately
Jesus called out to them to take courage for it was Him, and to not be afraid! Peter seeing Jesus, asked if he
could come where he was, and Jesus bid him to come. Peter stepped out of the boat and made a couple of steps,
but when he took his eyes off of Jesus and saw the raging storm he became afraid and began to sink. Peter
cried out to the Lord, save me, and immediately, Jesus stretched forth His hand and took hold of him; and asked
Peter why did you doubt; why did your faith began to doubt? Jesus and Peter were able to walk back into the
boat, and the raging wind stopped blowing! As the disciples witnessed this, they began to worship Jesus as the

Son of God! (14:24-33).

The boat finally landed at Gennesaret and the news of Jesus’ arrival spread quickly throughout the city. People
rushed and brought the sick to be healed, and as many as touched the hem of His garment were completely

healed! (14:34-36).
APPLICATION:

A miracle is a supernatural and unexplainable event that we cannot take credit for. They only come from God.
And do you know we encounter many miracles in our lives everyday? We didn’t wake ourselves up. We didn’t
create a mind to think, but we do get up by the grace of God; we do think, by the grace of God. He works those
miracles in us everyday! And we need to thank Him! Another thing, when we are able to get back home safely
and not have an accident, Or if we did get in one and we came out alive, those are miracles of God's presence!
Jesus shows us the need to take time to get alone with God, and pray for others to experience those same

miracles! Then worship Him, for He's already done it by your faith!
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